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The reconstruction of American liberalism is of enduring interest to historians. Gillis Harp gives us a truly
different way of looking at it. The advantage of his interpretation is that it explains, better than earlier
studies, the derivation of certain characteristics of Progressive thought such as social solidarity, state
activism, professional elitism, and a dedication to the service of humanity.---Charles D. Cashdollar, author of
The Transformation of Theology, 1830-1930: Positivism and Protestant Thought in Britain and
America"Harp's study supplies a missing chapter in American intellectual history, and one essential to the
emergence of twentieth-century liberalism. He identifies one wing of the intellectual ferment of the 1870s
and 1880s, deriving from Auguste Comte, which must be understood in order to fully grasp the character of
Ward's, Bellamy's, and later Progressive thought. This book bears the best marks of good intellectual history.
It is important, exciting, and well-written."---R. Jeffrey Lustig, author of Corporate LiberalismHistorians
have long recognized the influence of Darwinism and German idealism on late Victorian intellectual
discourse. In The Positivist Republic, Gillis Harp argues that, in America, Auguste Comte's positivism
constituted another formative influence-one that has not been fully appreciated. In fact, according to Harp,
Comtean positivism was critical to the transformation of Anglo-American social and political thought during
the last third of the nineteenth century. Harp identifies a thread of Comtean ideas running through the
writings of Lester F. Ward, Edward Bellamy, Herbert Croly, and several lesser-known individuals, all of
whom played a significant role in Gilded Age and Progressive reform. By highlighting this Comtean thread,
Harp furnishes a fuller, more complex picture of the fabric of American political thought in this key
transitional period and enhances our understanding of the emergence of modern, corpor
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

Precisely why? Because this Positivist Republic: Auguste Comte and the Reconstruction of American
Liberalism, 1865-1920 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Staci Eager:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Positivist
Republic: Auguste Comte and the Reconstruction of American Liberalism, 1865-1920 your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Positivist Republic: Auguste Comte and the
Reconstruction of American Liberalism, 1865-1920 giving you an additional experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Andrew Nixon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy your
short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study. Positivist
Republic: Auguste Comte and the Reconstruction of American Liberalism, 1865-1920 can be your answer
given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Mary Quinn:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Positivist Republic: Auguste Comte and the Reconstruction of American
Liberalism, 1865-1920 when you desired it?
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