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This lively and lucid introduction to the philosophy of music concentrates on the issues that illuminate
musical listening and practice. It examines the conceptual debates relevant to the understanding and
performing of music and grounds the philosophy to practical matters throughout. Ideal for a beginning
readership with little philosophical background, the author provides an overview of the central debates
enlivened by a real sense of enthusiasm for the subject and why it matters. The book begins by filling in the
historical background and offers readers a succinct summary of philosophical thinking on music from the
Ancient Greeks to Eduard Hanslick and Edmund Gurney. Chapter 2 explores two central questions: what is it
that makes music, or, to be precise, some pieces of music, works of art? And, what is the work of music per
se? Is it just what we hear, the performance, or is it something over and above that, something we invent or
discover? Chapter 3 discusses a problem pecullar to music and one at the heart of philosophical discussion of
it, can music have a meaning? And if so, what can it be? Chapter 4 considers whether music can have value.
Are there features about music that make it good, features which can be specified in criteria? Is a work good
if and only if it meets with the approval of an ideally qualified listener? How do we explain differences of
opinion? Indeed, why do we need to make judgements of the relative value of pieces of music at all? This
engaging and stimulating book will be of interest to students of aesthetics, musical practitioners and the
general reader looking for a non-technical treatment of the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Wesley:

The book Philosophy of Music: An Introduction make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Philosophy of Music: An
Introduction to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
reserve Philosophy of Music: An Introduction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Ritchey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Philosophy of Music: An Introduction as your daily
resource information.

David McClure:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this Philosophy of Music: An Introduction.

Stephen Lee:

You can find this Philosophy of Music: An Introduction by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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