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Originally published in London in 1727, The Compleat Housewife was the first cookbook printed in the
United States. William Parks, a Virginia printer, printed and sold the cookbook believing there would
be a strong market for it among Virginia housewives who wanted to keep up with the latest London
fashions—the book was a best-seller there. Parks did make some attempt to Americanize it, deleting
certain recipes “the ingredients or material for which are not to be had in this country,” but for the
most part, the book was not adjusted to American kitchens. Even so, it became the first cookery best
seller in the New World, and Parks’s major book publication.
 
Smith described her book on the title page as “Being a collection of several hundred approved receipts, in
cookery, pastry, confectionery, preserving, pickles, cakes, creams, jellies, made wines, cordials. And also
bills of fare for every month of the year. To which is added, a collection of nearly two hundred family
receipts of medicines; viz. drinks, syrups, salves, ointments, and many other things of sovereign and
approved efficacy in most distempers, pains, aches, wounds, sores, etc. never before made publick in these
parts; fit either for private families, or such public-spirited gentlewomen as would be beneficent to their poor
neighbours.”
 
The recipes are easy to understand and cover everything from 50 recipes for pickling everything from
nasturtium buds to pigeons to “lifting a swan, breaking a deer, and splating a pike,” indicating the
importance of understanding how to prepare English game. The book also includes diagrams for positioning
serving dishes to create an attractive table display.
 
This edition of The Compleat Housewife was reproduced by permission from the volume in the collection of
the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Massachusetts. Founded in 1812 by Isaiah Thomas, a
Revolutionary War patriot and successful printer and publisher, the Society is a research library documenting
the life of Americans from the colonial era through 1876. The Society collects, preserves, and makes
available as complete a record as possible of the printed materials from the early American experience. The
cookbook collection includes approximately 1,100 volumes.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Compleat Housewife: Or,
Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's Companion (American Antiquarian Cookbook Collection). All type of book
would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jill Williams:

The Compleat Housewife: Or, Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's Companion (American Antiquarian Cookbook
Collection) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into delight arrangement in writing The Compleat Housewife: Or, Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's
Companion (American Antiquarian Cookbook Collection) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Bruce Sandlin:

This The Compleat Housewife: Or, Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's Companion (American Antiquarian
Cookbook Collection) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Compleat Housewife: Or,
Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's Companion (American Antiquarian Cookbook Collection) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Ann Cason:

You will get this The Compleat Housewife: Or, Accomplish'd Gentlewoman's Companion (American
Antiquarian Cookbook Collection) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose



your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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