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Turncoats and Renegadoes is the first dedicated study of the practice of changing sides during the English
Civil Wars. It examines the extent and significance of side-changing in England and Wales but also includes
comparative material from Scotland and Ireland.

The first half identifies side-changers among peers, MPs, army officers, and common soldiers, before
reconstructing the chronological and regional patterns to their defections. The second half delivers a cultural
history of treachery, by adopting a thematic approach to explore the social and cultural implications of
defections, and demonstrating how notions of what constituted a turncoat were culturally constructed. Side-
changing came to dominate strategy on both sides at the highest levels. Both sides reviled, yet sought to take
advantage of the practice, whilst allegations of treachery came to dominate the internal politics of royalists
and parliamentarians alike. The language applied to 'turncoats and renegadoes' in contemporary print is
discussed and contrasted with the self-justifications of the side-changers themselves as they sought to shape
an honourable self-image for their families and posterity.

Andrew Hopper investigates the implementation of military justice, along with the theatre of retribution
surrounding the trial and execution of turncoats. He concludes by arguing that, far from side-changing being
the dubious practice of a handful of aberrant individuals, it became a necessary survival strategy for
thousands as they navigated their way through such rapidly changing events. He reveals how side-changing
shaped the course of the English Revolution, even contributing to the regicide itself, and remained an
important political legacy to the English speaking peoples thereafter.
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From reader reviews:

Mathew Holstein:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Turncoats and Renegadoes:
Changing Sides during the English Civil Wars that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Turncoats and Renegadoes:
Changing Sides during the English Civil Wars become your personal starter.

Tammy Kovar:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be study. Turncoats and Renegadoes: Changing Sides during the English Civil Wars can be your answer
since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Hoyt Adkins:

The book untitled Turncoats and Renegadoes: Changing Sides during the English Civil Wars contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Joseph Wilds:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Turncoats and Renegadoes: Changing Sides during the English Civil
Wars. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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