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Building on the work of Theodor Adorno and Walter Benjamin, Capitalizing on Culture presents an
innovative, accessible, and timely exploration of critical theory in a cultural landscape dominated by capital.
Despite the increasing prevalence of commodification as a dominant factor in the production, promotion, and
consumption of most forms of mass culture, many in the cultural studies field have failed to engage
systematically either with culture as commodity or with critical theory. Shane Gunster corrects that
oversight, providing attentive readings of Adorno and Benjamin's work in order to generate a complex, non-
reductive theory of human experience that attends to the opportunities and dangers arising from the
confluence of culture and economics.

Gunster juxtaposes Benjamin's thoughts on memory, experience, and capitalism with Adorno's critique of
mass culture and modern aesthetics to illuminate the key position that the commodity form plays in each
thinker's work and to invigorate the dialectical complexity their writings acquire when considered together.
This blending of perspectives is subsequently used to ground a theoretical interrogation of the comparative
failure of cultural studies to engage substantively with the effect of commodification upon cultural practices.
As a result, Capitalizing on Culture offers a fresh examination of critical theory that will be valuable to
scholars studying the intersection of culture and capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley Jerkins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Capitalizing on Culture:
Critical Theory for Cultural Studies (Cultural Spaces)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Charles Montiel:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Capitalizing on Culture: Critical Theory for Cultural Studies
(Cultural Spaces) to read.

Joshua Dunleavy:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Capitalizing on Culture: Critical Theory for Cultural Studies
(Cultural Spaces) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book possesses high quality.

Lorna Dews:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Capitalizing on Culture: Critical
Theory for Cultural Studies (Cultural Spaces) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
Capitalizing on Culture: Critical Theory for Cultural Studies (Cultural Spaces) as good book not just by the
cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told



you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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